Earthquake and fire today have put nearly half of
San Francisco in ruins. About 500 persons have been
killed, a thousand injured, and the property loss will
exceed $200,000,000.

Fifty thousand people are homeless and destitute. All
day long streams of people have been fleeing from the
stricken districts to places of safety.

This is the start of the newspaper story announcing
the earthquake and fire that struck San Francisco at 5:13
am on April 18, 1906. Read the story as the newspapers
reported it the next day.
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As They Saw It Then

Over 500 Dead,
$200,000,000 Lost in

San Francisco Earthquake

Nearly Half the City Is in Ruins. 50,000 Are Homeless
WATER SUPPLY FAILS, DYNAMITE USED IN VAIN

Great Buildings Consumed Before Helpless Firemen -
Federal Troops and Militia Guard the City, With
Orders to Shoot Down Thieves - Citizens Roused in
Early Morning by Great Convulsion and Hundreds
Caught by Falling Walls

RELATED HEADLINES
All San Francisco May Burn; Cliff House Resort in Sea

Flames Carried From the Business Quarter to Residences
Palace Hotel and Mint Go; Big Buildings Blown Up
Other Shocks Felt During the Afternoon

Insane Asylum Is Wrecked and Hundreds of Former
Inmates Are Roaming About the Country

Reports of Heavy Loss of Life at San Jose
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